
DISCOVER IT 
YOURSELF 
9 The Great Acropolis 

Structure 19, also known as "The 
Labyrinth" is named after its complex 
distribution of subterranean pillars. 
Current ly, it functions asan entr ance to 
the Great Acropolis. 
In the first secti on there is Structure 17, 
reserved for ritua l use and associated to 
the ballgame, and Structure 14, 
compor ising of two platforms that form 
the 1-shaped ballcourt. In the second and 
third sections th ere is a ser ies of 
constructions, w here Structure 6 stands 
out for preserv ing battlements and a 
stucco mascaron. lnside Structure 21 you 
can see ste la 35, wh ich depicts the 
mother of Bird-Jaguar IV On the wall you 
can appreciate the stucco relief of four 
women anda man sitting on a stoo l, which 
is decorated with snake heads wi th th e 
figure of Tláloc. 

BRIEF 
HISTORICAL REVIEW 

The site was built by the Maya who inhabited the middle 
region of the Usumacinta River, achieving a harmonious 
coexistence between the ancient city and tropical forests. 
The urban architectural design of the Yaxchilán's core was 
adapted to the natural terrain , to the river and to the hills, 

so that the Great Acrópolis stretches along the west bank 
of the river. They built two Acropolis on the south and west 
hills, respective/y. 

The site stands out for its more than 120 monuments with 
inscriptions of extraordinary artistic quality such as stelae, 
lintels, shrines, steps and thrones , which hove provided rich 
information on the dynastic history of the Classical period 
(250 - 900 AD). The most prominent rulers were 
Shield-Jaguar I (681 - 742 AD) and Bird-Jaguar IV "the 
Great" (752 - 770 AD), who built the great majority of the 
buildings now open to the public. Furthermore, they 
extended the power of the site across the Usumacinta 
region through warfare and marriage alliances. 

9 The West Acropolis 

This Acropolis is an architectural complex 
built on a hill that served as a residenti al 
comp lex or palace. 
Wort h noting are Structure 44, built by 
Shield -Jaguar 1, whose numerous military 
victori es were portrayed on its I intels and 
steps; and Structure 42, dating from 
Bird-Jaguar IV goverment, whose figure 
appears on the central lintel along his 
su bord inates. 



OUTSTANDING STRUCTURE 
9 Structure 33 

Structure 33, the most emblematic of Yaxchilán, is associated with 
numerous monuments; thirteen steps carved with scenes of the 
ritual ballgame; three carved lintels at each entrance; anda 
freestanding sculpture that lies inside. 
lt preserves a great roof comb with the remains of a modelled 
sculpture. AII the monuments are about ruler Bird-Jaguar IV, who 
ordered the construction of this building. 

ARCHITECTURE 
The site in general shows the Usumacinta style. The 

structures are built on low basements, are of rectangular 

plan with one or two spaces between pillars divided by 

buttresses and with attached benches. 

The lintels placed in the entrances are often carved. The 

battlements are formed by stoned walls with decoration 

modelled in stucco. 
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SOME KEY NUMBERS .. 42 intervened n 59 lintels. 
42 stru ctu res. 59 

1 35 stelae. • 5 hieroglyphic stairs. 
35 5 

YOU CAN'T MISS ... 

• Even if you are in Chiapas, the closest sights are on the neighboring 
state of Tabasco. 149 kilometers (92 miles) away is Tenosique, 
interesting to visit during its carnival which begins on January 20, 

feast of San Sebastián. During those days most of its inhabitants 
paint their bodies as tigers, who are sent by the evil god "Pochó" to 
eradicate humanity; while the "cojóes" wear wooden masks and 
hats. Imagine overa thousand of them together fighting with the 
tigers and dancing1 lt is quite the spectacle. 

• Obviously, if you are in the area, you must visit the 
archaeological sites of Bonampak and Palenque. The latter is 
290 kilometers (around 180 miles away). From there, you cango 
on to the city of Villahermosa to rest and then visit the famous 
La Venta Park-Museum or the Tabasco 2000 Planetarium, one 
of the best in the country. 
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